NewsLeak
April 2016

Volume 146

New SDS Guidelines in Place!
Quality
Statement

Remember when we used to talk about MSDS
sheets? Well, now they are being replaced with SDS, which
means we had to obtain the new SDS sheets from each
manufacturer we use. A big “Thanks” to Mickey Julien for
doing the research to update all of our information so that
we have SDS for every chemical product we use!


Water Management
is committed to
maintaining high
customer
satisfaction with its
innovative water
efficiency programs.
We will propose
products and
services that are “fit
for use” and that
will set the standard
for quality and value
in water efficiency.
We strive to be
world class in every
aspect of water
efficiency by
fostering a culture
of honesty,
openness, mutual
respect and
teamwork.
Water Management
understands the
necessity of
continual
improvement (both
as a company and as
individuals) to keep
us at the forefront
of water
conservation and to
exceed customer
expectations.

Why the Change?

New changes to the OSHA’s Hazard Communication Standard are bringing the
United States into alignment with the Globally Harmonized System of Classification
and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS) used worldwide, further improving safety and
health protections for America's workers. Building on the success of OSHA's current
Hazard Communication Standard, the GHS is expected to prevent injuries and
illnesses, save lives and improve trade conditions for chemical manufacturers.
The new hazard communication standard still requires chemical manufacturers and
importers to evaluate the chemicals they produce or import and provide hazard
information to employers and workers by putting labels on containers and preparing
safety data sheets. However, the old standard allowed chemical manufacturers and
importers to convey hazard information on labels and material safety data sheets in
whatever format they chose. The modified standard provides a single set of
harmonized criteria for classifying chemicals according to their health and physical
hazards and specifies hazard communication elements for labeling and safety data
sheets.

Benefits









Improve the quality and consistency of hazard information in the workplace,
making it safer for workers to do their jobs and easier for employers to stay
competitive;
Enhance worker comprehension of hazards, especially for low and limitedliteracy workers, reduce confusion in the workplace, facilitate safety training,
and result in safer handling and use of chemicals;
Provide workers quicker and more efficient access to information on the safety
data sheets;
Result in cost savings to American businesses of more than $475 million in
productivity improvements, fewer safety data sheet and label updates and
simpler new hazard communication training; and
Reduce trade barriers by harmonizing with systems around the world.

Employers must update workplace labeling and hazard communication programs by
June 1st, 2016, and provide additional employee training for newly identified physical
or health hazards. Now that we have all of the SDS sheets on our network, we will
begin replacing the sheets in our Safety Binders. Stay tuned!
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Hospitality News
California
Buster Vroom and Aaron Waldron were at a national hotel chain this month in Redding, CA installing 97 Stealth
0.8 gpf toilets and low flow showerheads.
Redding is in the
very northern part
of California. In
this part of the
state there is plenty
of water, but it is
still important to
save it. One of the
challenges on this
project was
keeping gas in your
vehicle.
Apparently one of
the number one
night time activities in Redding is the stealing /
siphoning of gasoline from work vehicles!
(from l.to r. are, Aaron Waldron, Taylor, Stan, Jamie, Zach, and Linda, Head Housekeeper)

Working with us was one of California’s top-rated contactors, Rogers Remodel. Rogers Remodel is based out of
Marin County and worked with us on the Marin County Housing Authority project a few years ago. Rogers remodel
has been awarded Green Plumber of the Year for the western United States for many years running.

New York
Jeff Bell was at a major hotel chain in Saratoga Springs, NY this month where he worked with the maintenance
director to identify the source of an odor and temporarily eliminate it. The odor was coming from bad toilet seals but
also from an open drain line hidden in the back of a storage room on the 1st floor.
Once “Super Sleuth” Jeff found the main source, he poured water into the drain line to create a barrier and the odor
went away. Jeff asked the maintenance
director to pour about a gallon of water into the
drain 2x a week to make sure the trap stays full
of water.
One of the solutions discussed was to cap the
line, but it was not immediately clear where the
pipe above the drain line was coming from ─ if
it was coming from the fountain out front or
from a discharge from an active or abandoned
sump pump, capping it would be a bad idea.
Therefore, for a more long-term solution to this
problem, we ordered and installed a
“SureSeal” Floor Drain Trap Sealer, making
the Manager of the hotel is very happy!
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Hospitality News – New York (continued)
The “SureSeal” sealer creates a physical barrier and acts as a valve that allows water to flow down the drain, but
prevents odors from coming up. It also prevents evaporation of the P-Trap, which is a common cause of odors. If
evaporation does occur, the SureSeal prevents dangerous and noxious sewer gases from coming back out of the drain
line. For more information on the eco-friendly Trap Sealer, see video link here: http://www.dixsystems.com/drainodor-control.
In addition to solving the major odor issue, Jeff, Butch Deibler and James Benjamin replaced all of the toilets with
Toto Drake toilets. The new toilets are projected to save over 40% and flush so much better than the old ones. The
flanges for the old toilets were low because new floors had been installed a few years ago and as a result the wax ring
seals were not sealing completely. This was just another factor that was contributing to the overall odor problem.
Water Management’s solution to this problem was to install a Sani-Seal under each of the toilets.
There are 5 Key Benefits of Using Sani Seal Wax-Less Toilet Gaskets over Other Seals:






No messy wax
Universal fit; fits all flanges and all standard toilets
Holds the bolts upright
Strong flexible and resilient material moves with the toilet
Allows the installer multiple attempts at installing the toilet

Other Key Features Include:






Very easy to stack for deep flanges below 3/8"
Easy one person toilet installation; no need for a spotter
Guaranteed to last
Made in USA
Only one seal needed for flanges 3/8" above, and up to 3/8" below

Service Department Kudos
We received the following email message about Reggie Williams in April from Rita A. Jan-Kumar, a resident at
James Lee Condos:
“Reggie rocks! Reggie is right for the job! Let me just say that my experience with Reggie today
was awesome. He arrived on time and was personable. One can tell Reggie knows the plumbing
business. I had a toilet leaking in my renter's unit. Reggie was prepared and in no time he replaced
parts and stopped the leak. I love Water Management and I will always fight to make sure James
Lee Condos keeps Water Management. Water Management has saved me money, not just James
Lee! Since we contracted with Water Management, my plumbing issues have been less
stressful. Thank you for the work you do! I so appreciate it and Reggie is a gem!”
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Tennessee Office News
When one door opens, another one closes...
The door opening…The TN office welcomed Chris Anderson back from paternity leave at the end of March to
help finalize the Wilson County project. Chris enjoyed the time spent with his wife and daughters and was able to
experience many “firsts” since the birth of his daughter Evie in December. Although it was difficult to leave his
family in IL, we were happy to have him back! Chris will be joining Bill Harrison to work on hotel sites in
California starting at the end of April.
The door closing…On 4/15/16, the TN office said good-bye to Dan Sirakis after almost 7 years of service to Water
Management. Dan is using his skill set to go into business for himself – Dan’s Handyman Service! A farewell get
together and send off for Dan and Sophie was held at the Maurer’s House recently. We wish Dan and Sophie
nothing but the best in their new and exciting endeavor!
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Operation Rain Barrel
George Mason University’s Office of Community and Local Government
Relations is proud to sponsor Operation Rain Barrel: a fun, creative project with
Arlington Public Schools to engage students and teach about environmental
sustainability. Operation Rain Barrel is a project students begin each January and
culminates at Go Gaga for Green–a community-wide event celebrating environmental
sustainability–in April at the Arlington Campus.
The Office of Community and Local Government Relations at the Arlington campus
partners with the administration of Arlington Public Schools to purchase plain rain
barrels for each of Arlington County’s 37 schools to be painted artistically. Additionally, Mason provides the
schools with educational information about rain barrels for teachers to incorporate into lessons as part of this project
pertaining to water management and environmental sustainability.
The artistic rain barrels will be showcased at the Go Gaga for Green event on Saturday,
April 30, 2016, 5-8 PM. The barrels will be judged and the top three winning designs
selected. The winning schools receive monetary donations for their school’s PTA
courtesy of our ongoing corporate sponsor, Water Management, Inc.
Additionally, the artistic rain barrels are auctioned off at the event through a silent
auction. Proceeds from the auction benefit the Arlington County Council of PTAs’
scholarship fund and George Mason University’s Early Identification Program – a
college prep program for middle and high school students who would be the first in their
family to attend college. This year, proceeds will also benefit our community partner,
Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment (ACE). ACE’s Energy Masters Program
will receive 1/3 of the proceeds raised from the Go Gaga for Green Event. Energy
Masters is a volunteer-based program to help residents improve the energy efficiency of their homes.
For information about the event as well as corporate sponsorship opportunities, contact Toni Andrews Associate
Director, Community and Local Government Relations at 703-993-9817 or at tandrew7@gmu.edu.
Operation Rain Barrel 2016 Video
Operation Rain Barrel 2015 Video
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Safety Committee News
Meter Pit Hazards
Recently we met with our Safety Committee and discussed putting a renewed emphasis on safety involved in meter
reading. We all know the hazards involved in meter pits and vaults - oxygen deficiency, flammable gases, and toxic
gases. These are serious hazards, and require specialized confined space training in order to evaluate and eliminate
these risks prior to entry. Therefore, any meter reading done by our employees needs to be performed from ground
level. Mark Harewood is in charge of supplying tools that can help us read meters that are located in pits, so that
entering a pit is not necessary.
Also, Spencer Horner has recently installed remote readers, so that meter readings can be transmitted without
having to enter the pit. We can install these remote readers when we have meters in pits that we need to read on a
regular basis.
Based on the specific design of the pit and meter, we may have to come up with individualized solutions for a
particular site. We may also call the water authority to schedule a reading. Please contact Richard Horner or one of
our Project Managers for assistance with finding a solution.

Where is Crystal Now?
Yvonne was able to meet up with Crystal Whitney,
former Water Management employee, in central
Pennsylvania recently. Crystal has moved to PA to be
closer to family, and is pursuing a career in the HR
field. It was great to catch up with her and enjoy breakfast
together. If you are wondering who that third person is –
it’s Yvonne’s Dad, along for the ride!

May Anniversaries
Yvonne Horner – 26 years
Richard Horner – 20 years
Brian Vroom – 20 years
James Benjamin – 18 years
James Palmer – 12 years
Giovany Gonzalez – 9 years
Jessica Rauhala – 7 years
Congratulations!

